*    AMUSEMENTS    *

the good taste displayed in the public arrangements.
Virtuous females may now enter the boxes of this house
without fear of being disgusted with the presence of those
who disgrace the very name of woman!'

Nevertheless the theatres were still uncomfortable
places.

'Except in Her Majesty's Theatre', writes A. L. Hay-
ward, 'there were no stalls, the pit coming right up to
the orchestra and its seats being nothing better than
hard wooden benches without backs. The whole floor
smelled strongly of oranges and beer, for between acts
fruit-girls and pot-boys supplied the audience with those
refreshments when required. The curtain was often
merely of simple green baize, and, when tragedies were
being played, the floor cloth was conventionally of the
same material. Most of the houses, such as the Hay-
market, were lighted only with candles or lamps, and
the much debated practice of lowering lights during the
performance of the play had not been introduced/

Comfortable, or not comfortable, the Haymarket drew
enormous audiences to its nautical favourite Black-eyed
Sitsan, and produced a great illusion of reality even with-
out the help of that newly introduced assistant, gas.

The Lady's Magazine says:

'Sheridan Knowles' sterling comedy of the Love Chase
Still continues to draw all the fashionable and rational
members of society within the walls of the Haymarket.
T. P. Cooke has been added to the company, and has
been acting his favourite characters of the William in
Black-eyed Susan and Long Tom Coffin in the Pilot, in
the latter part when attacked by several persons, who
appear to be getting the better of him, he was helped by
a new ally, a Jack Tar, who, sitting in the pit, and per-
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